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Joun xvii. 4.—I have glorified thee on the earth; I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to do. 


Tue work assigned to our Savior was immeasurably greater and 
more difficult, than was ever in any other instance assigned to man. 
But he accomplished it perfectly. He failed in no respect whatever. 
From the beginning to the close of his life, he never performed an 
action, never uttered a word, never had a thought or emotion, which 
varied from the will of God, the perfect standard of right. He un- 
ceasingly loved God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and 
with all his mind, and with all his strength. He was chargeable 
with no waste of intellectual or moral faculties, of time, or oppor- 
tunity, nor with any thing which his God and Father disapproved. 
If he could have lived again with the advantage of what experience 
and observation had taught him during the whole time of his abode 
on earth ; if with all this advantage he could have lived for the same 
wumber of years again, he could have neither made nor desired 
any improvement. There was nothing in his youth or manhood, 
nothing in his public or private life, nothing in his most retired 
actions, or the inmost movements of his heart, which was not perfectly 
pleasing to God. In the whole frame of his mind, he was so pure 


and holy, that the most subtil and powerful temptations produced no 
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irregular thought or emotion. “The prince of this world came and 
found nothing in him,”—no pride, no selfishness, no depravity in any 
form or degree. His object in coming into the world was to save 
that which was lost. This object/he constantly pursued; and nothing 
could turn him aside from it. The work he had to accomplish was to 
redeem sinners from the curse of the law, by being made a ¢urse for 
them. And how was he straitened till this work was fully accomplish- 
ed! As aman, he was in the highest degree sensitive to suffering, 
especially to that kind of suffering which was allotted to him. His 
feelings recoiled at the prospect of drinking the cup which his Father 
put into his hand: But his recoiling was that of a pure and holy 
soul, and was accompanied with an entire readiness to do and suffer 
what the will of God and the salvation of men required. In the gar- 
den his agony was such as to produce prostration and bloody sweat ; 
but his heart was perfectly submissive, and in the midst of his distress 
he could say, “ Not my will, but thine be done.” Thus, through labor 
and suffering, he proceeded to Calvary: and there on the cross, in 
anguish of body and spirit, forsaken of his disciples, and of his God, 
he finished his work. 

Far be it from me to liken any man, even the most diligent and 
faithful, to this holy Savior. No prophet or saint ever glorified God 
and finished his work as Jesus did. Let any Christian on earth 
compare his life with the life of his Savior; and what can be the re- 
sult, but shame and self-condemnation ? The work which God has 
given us to do is sufficient to occupy every moment of our time from 
the beginning to the end of life, and to give active employment to all 
our powers. But what is the fact with Christians? How is it with 
him who stands highest among the saints on earth as to attainments 
in holiness, and diligence in the service of God? Has no part of his 
time been wasted in unlawful pursuits or indulgencies? Have there 
been no years, or days, in which he has forgotten God, and disobeyed 
his commands? Have not even his best actions been alloyed by a 
mixture of sin? How does every just view of God’s perfect law 
spoil our fancied goodness, and instead of leaving any room for self- 
complacency, lead us to abhor ourselves and repent in dust and ashes | 
Of the most eminent Christians it is true, that they have not. already 
attained, and are not already perfect. Perfection they know to be 
their duty, and they pant after it; but theydonotreachit. They fall 
below not only the demands of God’s spiritual law, but their own de- 
sires and aims. In many respects, what they would, they do not; and 
what they would not, that they do. There is still a law of sin in 
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their members, warring against the law of their mind. And when 
from the bed of sickness, and from the judgment seat, they take a 
review of their life, they will be astonished to see how little of their 
proper work they accomplished, and with the deepest emotion wil- 
acknowledge that they were always, even in their best estate, monu- 
ments of the forbearance and mercy of God. 

And yet Christians are in reality followers of Jesus. They havea 
degree of that holiness, which he had in perfection. They begin to: 
love and obey that law, which he loved and obeyed constantly and 
entirely. And they begin to possess that moral purity, which he 
possessed without mixture. Thus having a real though a partial 
likeness to Christ, and truly following him, though at a distance and 
with faltering steps, they do, in their humble and imperfect measure, 
glorify God, and accomplish the great object of their existence. 
Through the constant aids of the Holy Spirit, they so far finish the 
work which God gave them to do. that they are, through Christ, 
accepted of him, and, as good and faithful servants, admitted to the 
rewards of grace. In this qualified sense, the apostle said, when the 
time of his departure was at hand, “I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have kept the faith;” though he had al- 
ways been conscious that he was not yet perfect, and the highest point 
he ever reached was to forget the things which were behind, and to. 
press forward to higher attainments, earnestly desiring and laboring 
after perfection in holiness. And in this sense our beloved brother, 
whose funeral services we are now called to attend, could, we doubt 
not, have adopted the words of Jesus: “I have glorified thee on the 
earth, I have finished the work thou gavest me to do.” 

Doctor Porter was born at Cornwall, Conn., Oct. 8, 1772.. At 
the age of seven he went with his father’s family to Vermont, where 
he remained till he commenced his preparation for a public profession. 
He was graduated at Dartmouth College, A. D. 1792. While a 
member of College, and through the whole period of his childhood 
and youth, he was remarkable for his regular and sober habits. Du- 
ting the time thet he spent with his father, he acquired a taste for 
agricultural and mechanical labor, which proved of immense benefit 
to his health in after life. He had impressions, while young, of the 
importance and nesessity of religion: but at what time he first gave 
evidence of decided piety, I have not been particularly informed. 
After pursuing theological study under the direction of two distin- 
guished ministers in Connecticut, the Rev. Dr. Edwards, ther of New 
Haven, and the Rev. Dr. Smalley, he entered on the business of the 
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gospel ministry, and was ordained as pastor of the church in Wash- 
ington, Conn., in Oct. 1796. His pastoral relation to that church 
was dissolved in Dec. 1811, with a view to his accepting the appoint- 
ment he had received to the Professorship of Sacred Rhetoric in this 
Seminary. 

In common with other Christians, Dr. Porter stood in a variety of 
domestic and social relations. It is hardly necessary to say, that the 
original qualities of his mind and heart, together with his habits and 
manners, eminently qualified him to sustain these relations, and to 
perform the various duties involved in them, to the satisfaction and 
profit of others. And here let me say, what ought never to be for- 
gotten, that a good private character, by which I mean a kind and 
amiable disposition, and upright and blameless conduct in domestic 
and social life, is essential to prepare a man for any important public 
station. Accordingly, when the apostle undertakes to describe the 
qualifications which should be found in a Christian minister, he insists 
particularly upon the importance of the domestic and social virtues. 
And sorrowful experience has often shown what a fruitful source of 
evil it is for a man to be put into the ministry, whose disposition is 
selfish, proud, resentful, or peevish, or who is wanting in probity, or 
fairness, or any of the qualities which constitute a good private charac- 
ter. The case of our departed brother happily illustrates the peculiar 
value of a benevolent, upright, generous, and conciliatory disposition 
not only as it renders a man agreeable and useful in private, but as it 
combines its influence with other and higher attributes of character, 
to qualify him for usefulness in the most public station. 

As a minister of the gospel, Dr. Porter was distinguished for the 
excellencies of his character. So he was regarded by the church and 
congregation to which he ministered. So he was regarded also by 
his brethren in the sacred office, and, to a great extent, by the com- 
munity. He had that combination of intellectual and moral qualities, 
which constitutes a permanently useful preacher. His understanding 
was lucid and discriminating; his imagination fertile, and remarka 
bly chaste; and his heart susceptible of strong and tender emotion. 
He was always serious and affectionate; and none who attended his 
ministry could doubt, that the principle which governed him, was 
love to Christ and to the souls of men. His habit of reasoning was 
logical and convincing ; and his taste, uncommonly pure and classical. 
He felt an utter repugnancy to all affected grandeur and floridness ot 
language, to every thing which savored of pomp or ostentation, or 
tended to obscurity. His style was simple, neat, perspicuous, and 
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dignified, suited to convey to his hearers the clear and orderly con- 
ceptions of his own cultivated mind. He was endued with an in- 
stinctive and delicate discernment of what was just and proper, 
whether in thought or expression. In respect both to the words and 
phrases he employed, and to their arrangement and sense, he always 
spoke in pure English. Where is the preacher or writer, whose style 
is more entirely free from every thing provincial, obsolete, pedantic, 
or ambiguous, or exhibits a more happy union of simplicity and orna- 
ment? As aspeaker, he had many excellencies, and few faults. 
His sermons were doctrinal and practical. They set forth the truths 
of religion in their scriptural form, and carried them out into their 
practical uses. His appeals to the conscience and heart were direct 
and faithful, and often awakening and impressive. A good measure 
of success attended his ministry, both in the conversion of sinners and 
the advancement of believers in holiness; which last was as real an 
object with him as the former. He lived in a time of revivals, and 
had a marked agency in promoting them. 

In February, 1812, he was introduced into the Bartlett Professor- 
ship of Sacred Rhetoric in this Institution, the office having been va- 
cated by the resignation of the Rev. Dr. Griffin. Dr. Porter’s previ- 
ous acquaintance with the duties and trials of the pastoral office, to- 
gether with his intellectual and moral qualifications, fitted him to en- 
ter, with pleasing prospects of success, on that department of labor, 
and to exert a most happy influence in training up young men for the 
ministry. In the variety of duties which fell to him in the Institu- 
tion, he had ample use for all his talents and acquisitions; for all his 
accuracy, and taste, and judgment; for all his activity, patience, and 
skill. His usefulness was answerable to his peculiar qualifications, 
and to his habitual and persevering diligence. Any man who takes 
into view the good which he accomplished by his instructions in the 
Seminary, and the works which he published in relation to the diffi- 
cult business of his department; and considers the intrinsic value of 
those works and the high estimation in which they are held, will see 
that he possessed powers and acquisitions of no ordinary character, 
and that his time here did not pass away without substantial results. 

It was a matter of conscience with Dr. Porter to bend his efforts, 
first of all, to the appropriate objects of his own department; secon- 
darily, tothe general interests of the Institution; and then to the wel- 
fare of the churches, and the success of Christianity at home and 
abroad. It was his persuasion, and the persuasion was very just, that 
he was under imperious obligations as a Christian, and as a Professor 
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too, to do all in his power, consistently with his official duties, to pro- 
mote benevolent societies, literary and religious institutions, revivals 
of religion, and every object relating to the salvation of men. Indeed 
he was well aware that the permanent usefulness of this theological 
establishment could not be secured alone, but was essentially connect- 
ed with the general prosperity of the church, and the flourishing state 
of our various public institutions. To these institutions he had a 
steady, strong, enlightened attachment. And he not only felt an in- 
terest in them, and prayed for their success, but was always ready to 
aid them, to the full extent of his ability, both by his personal ser- 
vices and by pecuniary contributions. He gave liberally to charita- 
ble institutions generally. But he contributed more particularly to 
this Seminary, and the American Education Society. In each of 
these he founded two scholarships, amounting in the whole to four 
thousand dollars; besides the very generous aid which he afforded to 
the Porter Rhetorical Society in the purchase of its library. To the 
American Education Society he also gave the greater part of his 
property, by his Will. It ought to be added, that the example of pious 
charity which he exhibited, had a happy effect on the conduct of oth- 
ers, For such was the confidence of the Christian community in the 
soundness of his judgment and the purity of his motives, that his con- 
tributing to any object had an influence to secure generous contribu- 
tions from many others. 

In every part of the business which he undertook, he evinced a rev 
markable degree of practical wisdom. In regard to any object which 
was brought before him, he inquired not only whether it was good in 
itself, but whether it was practicable. His judgment on al] questions 
of this kind, being grounded on just views of the interests of religion, 
and a very accurate discernment of the characters of men, was seldom 
mistaken. And it was by no means uncommon for those who were 
associated with him in important public transactions, to distrust their 
own opinion, as soon as they found it different from his. 

Dr. Porter possessed the peculiar qualifications which are requisite 
in a presiding officer. He had kindness of disposition, and uncom- 
mon self-control ; sterling intelligence, and Christian decision. He 
exhibited politeness withaut affectation, dignity without pride, and 
strict adherence to rules of order, without pertinacity. And he was 
distinguished for his skill and despatch in business. With these 
qualifications, he was often called to preside on public occasions. 
And when the office of President was established in this Institution, 
he was at once selected by his colleagues, as well as by the guardians 
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of the Institution, to fill that office. The manner in which he pre- 
sided, both here and elsewhere, was always unexceptionable and en- 
tirely satisfactory. 

He united two qualities, which sometimes exist separately, in dif. 
ferent individuals, but which seldom exist together, so eminently as 
they did in him: I mean the ability to devise great and judicious 
plans of usefulness, and the ability to carry forward those plans to a 
complete accomplishment. Some men, possessing watmth of imagi- 
nation without judgment, and zeal without either discretion or pa- 
tience, ate very fruitful in devising great plans of benevolence, but 
always leave the execution to other hands. Making schemes is more 
easy and pleasant to them, than patient, persevering labor. Not so 
with Dr. Porter. He was the man, whose wisdom was sought in de- 
vising plavis of usefulness; and hé was the man, to whom the full 
execution of them could be safely entrusted. And all with whom he 
was connected felt this to be specially the case, when the execution 
was attended with great difficulty, and called for more than usual 
skill, and résolution, and perseverance. 

Dr. Porter was a man of exemplary modesty amd humility. Who 
ever had reason to suppose that he thought of himself more highly 
than he ought to think? that in any respect he over-rated his talents, 
his influence, his services, or his piety? When and where did he 
expect an honor, which others were not ready to bestow upon him, 
or manifest the feeling that he was not held high enough among his 
brethren? It was far otherwise. He was so evidently unassuming 
and humble, that, although he was always, in all societies, placed 
among the first in point of influence, no one envied him, or felt 
the least uneasiness that his talents or services were estimated so 
highly. 

At the present day, when there is so much self-seeking, and love of 
pre-eminence, and so much strife for influence and promotion, it is a 
happy thing, and a subject of lively gratitude to God, to find a man 
of high place in the Christian community, who is clothed with hu- 
mility ; a disinterested, straight-forward, and guileless man, who cares 
less for his own things than for the things which are Christ’s; who 
will begin and end a great undertaking without any scheme for his own 
interest or honor; who will say just what he means, and do just what 
he says. Such was the man who has been taken from us. So he was 
regarded by all acquainted with him. His Christian integrity and 
disinterestedness were very manifest, both in his public and private 
life. 
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- Dr. Porter was a zealous promoter of revivals of religion.. His 
Letters on Revivals show how,deeply he.was impressed with the im- 
portance of the subject, and what he considered the characteristics of 
a true revival, and the proper means of promoting it. On this mo- 
mentous subject he was weil qualified to speak, having been associa- 
ted with the most able and successful ministers in promoting the re- 
vivals which took place during the first part of the present century. 
In the above-mentioned Letters, he collects and arranges facts so skil- 
fully, reasons from them so judiciously and conclusively, and exhibits 
a mind so alive to the interests of the church, that all Christians of a 
sober mind must be satisfied. 

It was one of his most remarkable characteristics, that he so de- 
meaned himself, as to give no offence. In all his conduct, whether in 
public or private, he was so free from self-importance and dogma- 
tism,—he showed so delicate a regard to the opinions and feelings of 
others, and when he differed from them, made known the difference 
with so much respect and kindness, and was always so cool, and de- 
liberate, and self-possessed, that I know not that he ever wounded the 
feelings of any good man. In this attribute of character, how widely 
different was he from some, who are possessed of great activity, and 
are capable of accomplishing much good, who yet have such faults in 
their temper and manners, that they are sure to hurt the feelings and 
excite the prejudices of others, and sooner or later to destroy their own 
influence and usefulness. Is not this a matter of more consequence, 
than is generally supposed at the present day? The Apostle Paul, 
for the sake of doing good, took special care to give no offence to any 
class of men, especially good men. In things not affecting the great 
interests of religion, he was always pliable and conciliatory. As far 
as he could without unfaithfulness to his Lord, he became “all things 
to all men,” for the very purpose of removing stumbling blocks and 
winning souls to Christ. In this he exhibited the lovely spirit of 
Christ, whose words, and actions, and whole character, were perfectly 
kind, and gentle, and attractive, and in whom no one was ever offend- 
ed, except as the consequence of deep depravity and obstinacy of heart. 
Why is it that so many at the present day forget the example of Christ 
and his apostles, and seem to think that they are under no obligation 
to guard against giving offence? With such examples before their 
eyes, how can they allow themselves to do what will needlessly wound 
and grieve the disciples of Christ? There are indeed some, who are 
so unlike the Apostle, that instead of doing all in their power, as he 
did, to avoid giving offence, and to conciliate those of an opposite party, 
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‘seem rather to take pleasure in vexing them, and even to make it an 
object, by uncandid and sarcastic language, to provoke their resent- 
ment, and drive thei to the bitterest hostility. When we witness 
such things, we are sometimes ready to exclaim, Where is that love 
which Jesus enjoined upon his followers, and which the Apostle de- 
scribes as the most excellent of all graces; that love which suffereth 
long and is kind; which seeketh not her own; which doth not behave 
itself all which thinketh no evil; which hopeth all things, 
and endureth all things? Where is that viedom which is from above, 
which is pure, and peaceable, and gentle, and easy to be entreated ? 
Where is the dove which rested upon the head of Jesus, a beautiful 
and striking emblem of the sweet, gentle spirit of his religion? Why 
has the dove flown away, and birds of prey come in its place? This 
was a subject which lay near the heart of our departed brother. He 
ardently loved the truths of Christianity, and equally loved its spirit. 
He regarded a bitter, violent temper, though exercised professedly in 
defence of the gospel, as real hostility to the gospel. Both his judg- 
meut and heart adopted the maxim of the Apostle, that “the wrath of 
man worketh not the righteousness of God.” He had that meekness 
and gentleness, which showed that he had been with Jesus. Influ- 
enced by such feelings, he gave no offence to any of the contending 
parties of the day. A decided and unreserved declaration of his opin- 
jon, even on the most controverted subjects, was received with candor 
by those who differed most widely from him. Thus, instead of pro- 
moting alienation and strife among brethren, he used his endeavors to 
promote feelings of forbearance and kindness, and in this way to re- 
move one of the chief causes of collision, and to bring about a more 
general harmony among the friends of Christ. His influence all 
tended to heal division, and to effect a cordial union. In this way he 
conscientiously fulfilled the duty to which he was bound by his inau- 
guration promise, and which he was heartily disposed to fulfil without 
any such special obligation,—“ on all occasions to consult the peace of 
the churches.” Happy would it be for the Christian cause, if the mi- 
nisters of the gospel might be brought universally to copy such an 
example. 

Dr. Porter was far removed from the spirit of a partizan in religion. 
He belonged to no sect ; unless by some strange abuse of language, 
the great body of devout Protestants should be called a sect. Pro- 
perly speaking, a sect in religion is a number of persons who separate 
themselves from the general body of Christians, and maintain some 
opinion different from the prevailing opinion. We know what are 





26 THER NATIONAL PREACHER. 


and what have been the doctrines of evangelical Christians generally 
in this country. We know still more specifically what system of be- 
lief has prevailed for the last 50 years, among the ministers and 
churches of New England. These ministers and Christians surely 
‘are not to be regarded as a patty. When, therefore, I say that Dr. 
Potter was no partizan, my meaning will not be misunderstood. He 
adhered to the views of Christian doctrine generally held in New 
England; the views exhibited in the writings of Edwards, Bellamy, 
Brainerd, Smalley, atid Dwight. These authors ate not sectatian and 
até not regarded as such. And Dr. Porter, who honestly embraced 
and ably defended these views, and whose religious and ministerial 
character was formed under their influence, was as free as any man 
living from the spirit of sectarianism. This institution, in which he 
was more than twenty years an instructor, is in no sensé a sectatian 
institution. It was founded on the most liberal catholic principles ; 
and in conformity with those principles, has actually received and 
gratuitously educated pious young men of six or seven different de- 
nominations. The creed appointed for the Professors is not @ secta- 
rian creed. It was in fact formed asa matter of compromise ‘be- 
tween men who agreed in the great doctrines of Christianity, but dif- 
fered in the modes of thinking on minor points. T'wo sets of found- 
ers, previously unknown to each other, had devoted a part of their 
substance to the establishment of two Theological Seminaries ; but, 
on béeoming acquaimted with each others designs, were desirous of 
uniting their funds in one great Institution ; and, for the sake of such 
a union, were willing, on each side, to do all they could, consistently 
with a good conscience, to meet thé views of those on the other side. 

Influenced by these’ kind, Christian feelings, they found that the diffi- 
culties in the way of unfon gradually subsided. After a free inter- 

charige of thought, and many sincere efforts, and many fervent prayers 
to the Father of lights, those concerned on both sides became entirely 
satisfied, and unanimously adopted the creed as it stands in the Con- 

stitution of the Seminary, with a special provision, that the Theologi- 
cal opinions of the Professors should correspond with this Confession 
of Faith, and that if any one of them should cease to believe and teach 
according to this symbol, he should cease to be a Professor. Dr. 

Porter was a hearty believer in the doctrines contained in this creed, 

and all his instructions, both pnblie and private, were in conformity 
with it. His theological opinions entirely corresponded with the 
intentions and the express requisitions of the founders. I say this 
advisedly, having had the most intimate acquaintance with all the 
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facts in the case. And this my humble testimony I solemnly record ; 
that, as fat as Dr. Porter's views of religion are known, there may 
never, in future times, be a doubt respecting what the founders metint 
by the creed, or respecting the theological. character, which they m- 
tended the Professors should sustain. 

Dr. Porter’s belief was firm and uniform. He was indeed far re- 
moved from pertinacity and bigotry, and was very accessible to the 
force of sound reasoning, and ready to adopt any opinion which was 
well supported by argument. But he had no fickleness, no fondness 
for what is new, and no tendency to be weary of'an opinion, or to 
think less favorably of it, because it had long been held. His opin- 
ions on the great subjects of revelation were the result of much serious 
examination, and were decided in proportion as the evidence on which 
they were founded was clear. And as he did not adopt his opinions 
in haste, he was not in haste to change them. But the circumstance 
which most of all fixed him in the belief of the doctrines of our creeds 
(which are the common doctrines of evangelical ministers and chureh- 
es,) was, that the influence of these doctrines was mixed with his most 
serious and devout exercises, and so the truth of them was a matter 
of personal experience, as well as of divine revelation. It was this 
which so wedded him to the great principles of religion, that no ¢han- 
ges. in others could produce any change in him, No wind of doc- 
trine could turn him one way or another. He attained to such es 
tablishment in the faith, that, amid all the fluctuations of the present 
times, he remained steadfast and immovable. And while he was so 
firmly attached to the cause of truth, he was alive to the danger of 
ertor. We well know with what concern and grief he looked upon 
any speculations on the subject of religion which he considered un- 
scriptural or adventurous, especially upon any thing like “ removing 
the land-marks,” as he often expressed it, and how painfully appre- 
hensive he was of results which would be injurious to the great in- 
terests of the church. 

It has often been alleged by those who are called liberal, that a 
steady, uniform belief of a particular set of doctrines is utterly incom- 
patible with free inquiry, and with progress in knowledge. But it is 
perfectly clear that if the doctrines believed are true, frée inquiry and 
progress in knowledge are not only compatible with a steady, uniform 
belief, but dirgetly’ conducive to it. And does not the opposite opin- 
ion generally arise from the fact, that those who entertain it have been 
vacillating in their own creed, and have fallen into a habit of mind 
which is more or less skeptical? What can be the fair result of free 
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inquiry and intellectual improvement, but a growing acquaintance 
with the nature and evidence of the truth? If a man who believes 
divine truth acquires more knowledge ; will he therefore renounce 
the truth? The use of increasing our knowledge is not to weaken 
and destroy our Christian faith, but to render it deeper and stronger 
and more steadfast. I appeal to sober judgment. Is not the 
truth supported by sufficient evidence? And can it be supposed that 
more knowledge of the evidence will lead us to reject or doubt the 
truth? Did Paul or Peter change his belief in the doctrines of 


Christianity in consequence of growing in knowledge? When we 


become Christians, we begin cordially to believe the doctrines of rev- 
elation. But our faith at first, though true and saving, is low and 
feeble in degree. It wants clearness and certainty, enlargement and 
strength. And these wants are to be supplied by increasing our 
knowledge. By this we clear away obscurity from our views of 


those Christian doctrines which we have embraced ; we become more 


fully acquainted with their nature, with their mutual relations, with 
their length and breadth and depth and height. Thus our faith grows 
in strength and assurance, and in its power to sanctify and comfort 
the soul. It was so with our departed brother. I do not admit, that 
when he entered on his office in this Seminary, his belief as to the 
great principles of the gospel was erroneous, any more than that his 
belief was erroneous as to the existence of the earth and thesun. He 
had read and studied the Bible, and had done it, as we doubt not, with 
an honest and good heart, and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
The doctrines of the gospel had taken effect. Their truth was a mat- 
ter of inward, spiritual sensation. He knew it by experience. He 
knew God. He knew Jesus Christ. He knew the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. If he was mistaken here, then our preach- 
ing is vain, and our faith is vain, and all our efforts to promote exper- 
imental religion, and to train up evangelical ministers, are vain; and 
all the labors and prayers of the Christian world are folly and mad- 
ness, and will issue in disappointment and shame. But there was no 
mistake in this matter. The great principles of theology in which 
our deceased brother believed, are, I have no doubt, the principles of 
eternal truth; and I must regard it as a matter of gratitude to God, 
that they are to be taught in this Seminary in all agestocome. These 
sacred principles, which were dearer than life to our beloved brother, 
have nothing to fear from the most thorough examination, or the most 
powerful opposition. Nay, the more they are examined by honest 
and candid men, and the more they are opposed by the wicked, the 
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more clearly will it be seen that they are the doctrines of God’s word. 
If the Bible stands, they will stand. -Nor will it, I think, be long be- 
fore the great question at issue among disputants will be, not whether 
the doctrines commonly called orthodox, are contained. in the Bible, 
but whether the Bible itself is true. Let it come to this ; Socinians, 
Neologists, and Infidels on one side, and evangelical Christians on 
the other. The sooner it comes to this, the better. Then we shall 
know where we are, and who our antagonists are. We shall no 
longer be at a loss as to the meaning of their words, or the aim of 
their arguments. All will be plain. There will be no more fighting 
in the dark. The battle will be in full day light, on the open field ; 
direct, fair, honorable; a battle with little noise, and great power.— 
And heaven and earth will be witnesses of the strife and the victory, 
Our departed brother wished for the day when all contention should 
be reduced to this. He will not be here to take a part in the contest ; 
but he will feel a deep interest in it, and with inexpressible joy will 
behold its glorious results. 

As to Christian character, it would be difficult to name a man of 
more unquestionable piety, than Dr. Porter. The evidence he gave 
of this was the evidence to which the sacred Scriptures attach the. 
highest importance ; that is, a life devoted to the service of God, and 
regulated by the precepts of the gospel. His pious affections had both 
strength and ardor, though they were remarkably sedate and rational. 
I know not whether he was more distant-from extravagance and en- 
thusiasm, or from coldness and indifference. His religion exhibited 
itself as a steady, active, holy principle, and not as a passionate excite- 
ment. He had a uniform and most hearty aversion to all ostentation 
and display. And this, together with his humble estimation of his 
own piety, rendered him reserved as to his own religious exercises. 
He was indeed slow to speak of any thing which related particularly 
to himself. But there were times when he unbosomed his religious 
feelings with freedom. From his conversation at such times, from 
his circumspect example, and the whole development, public and pri- 
vate, which he made of his character, it was abundantly evident that 
he “ walked with God,” and made it his object to grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. His enjoyments in religion, wheth- 
er in health or in sickness, were, as we should naturally suppose from 
his general character, tranquil and uniform, rather than rapturous. 
Such was his habit of watchfulness and circumspection, such his ba- 
lance of mind, his control over his appetites and passions, and his ma- 
turity of religious principle, and such his sense of God’s all-seeing 





THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


eye, that he was less accessible, than most Christians, to the influence 
of temptation, and more perfectly prepared for conflicts. He endured 
his long-continued infirmities, and the distressing diseases with which 
he was frequently attacked, with an equanimity and patience almost un- 
paralleled. I never knew a man who accomplished so much and 
enjoyed so much, with health so often interrupted and feeble, and with 
sickness and pains so severe and exhausting. 

He had from the beginning a deep and habitual impression of his 
responsibility as an officer in this Institution. For his pupils he cher- 
ished a sincere and paternal affection, and was solicitous for their im- 
provement in all respects, especially for their growth in grace; be- 
lieving this to be absolutely necessary to prepare them to labor suc- 
cessfully for the real, spiritual interests of Christ’s kingdom. In his 
conversation with his colleagues, and in his letters to them when the 
state of his health required him to be absent, he frequently and with 
great earnestness expressed his conviction, that the promotion of ele- 
vated Christian piety in the Seminary was of the first importanee, and 
thet whatever else was neglected, we ought never to intermit our la- 
bors and prayers for this. The Lord grant that the surviving Pro- 
feasors, and all their successors in office, and all whose duty it may 
be to guard and advance the welfare of this Institution, may keep in 
mind the paramount importance of vital godliness, and may ever re- 
gard it as the very life and soul of the Seminary, of the ministry, and 
of the Christian church. ~ 

Brethren and friends, a man has been taken from us of rare excel- 
lencies of character, both intellectual and moral ; a man whose amia- 
ble disposition, pious example, and diligent, unremitting services have 
been and will be an inestimable blessing to this Institution, and to the 
cause of Christ. Our first duty, under this afflictive dispensation, is 
cordial, peacefnl, entire submission to God, the only wise, all-perfect 
God, whose ways are just and right. It is also our duty, and our 
privilege, to lift up our souls to him who heareth prayer, that through 
the help of his Spirit we may profit by this affecting bereavement ; 
not forgetting to render to him the warmest gratitude of our Keun, 
that he has been pleased to continue the life and usefulness of our dear 
brother for so many years, and so much longer than citeumstances 
permitted us to expect. May this stroke of divine providence, though 
for the present not joyous, but grievous, lead us to abound in the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness, and so help to prepare us for an in- 
heritance among the saints in light. How can we look at a life so 
full of activity, usefulness, and enjoyment, and see it brought to a 
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close, without feeling a new motive to work while the dey lasts, and 
to do with our might whatsoever our hand findeth to do. In imita- 
tion of our departed brother, we ought first of all, to be sure to have 
our great work done, and done in season. To postpone any duty, 
whether it appertains to our own welfare, or the welfare of others, to 
a sick and dying bed, is infatuation. What ean a man do either for 
his own soul, or for the souls of his fellow men, or for any important 
object, when he is sinking under the exhausting influence of disease, 
his vital energy spent, the pains of death getting hold spon him, and 
the power of speech and thought failing? To all the great purposes 
of life we may be dead long before we expire. Let us carefully re- 
member this. And let us each day apply ourselves to the work which 
God has given us to do, under the impression that this may be our 
last day, and that we may now be doing our last work. 

In this visitation of his providence, God has come near to the be 
teaved and mourning widow. The loss she has sustained 1 shall not 
attempt to deseribe. But she will utter no words of complaint, and 
will give place to no feelings of disquietude. She knows that God 
reigneth and doeth his will, and that his will is always wise and good: 
May her God, and the God of her hushand, be graciously present 
with her and give her peace. 

This is, we well know, a solemn and affecting scene to our respected 
ed and honored friend, the only surviving founder of this Institution, 
to whom our departed brother for so many years sustained a relation 
of peculiar endearment. Our prayer for him shall be, that the com- 
forts of the divine Spirit may cheer and support him under this afflie- 
tion; that God may be his present help, and sti]! prolong his life, and 
health, and usefulness, and enable him to finish his work. 

As to those who have been called to part with a colleague, particu- 
larly those of us who for more than twenty years were most happily 
united with him in all the labore and trials, the joys and sorrows, 
which have here fallen to our lot,—words are not adequate to express 
what we feel on this occasion. In the tenderness of grief we might 
be ready to ask; What shall we do without that longried and faith- 
ful friend and colleague, who has been taken from us? But we will 
rather say; “The Lord liveth, and blessed be our rock;” and in 
reference to the increased labors and eares and responsibilities now 


to come upon us, will earnestly pray that Ms grage may be sufficient 
for us. 

It is well known what a high place the lamented President of this 
Seminary held in the cordial esteem and confidence of the Trustees 
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and Visitors, and of the members of the Institution, and of the many 
hundreds, now engaged in the»service of the church in this country 
and in other countries, who once enjoyed his instructions and coun- 
sels; yea, it is well known what a high place he held in the love 
and confidence of ministers and Christians far and near. Our whole 
community will say, that he was raised up for a great work, that he 
has accomplished a great amount of good, and that his memory is 
blessed. But we trust he enjoys that which is infinitely more precious 
than the highest esteem and most cordial affection of man, even the 
gracious approbation of his Savior and Judge. Blessed is he, and he 
only, to whom the Searcher of hearts will at last say; “ Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 





THE PEACEFUL DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 


OH for the death of those 
Who slumber in the Lord! 
Oh be like theirs my last repose, 
Like theirs my last reward. 
Their bodies, in the ground, 
In silent hope may lie, 
Till the last trumpet’s joyful sound 
Shall call them to the sky. 
On wings of faith and love, 
To meet the Savior they adore, 
And reign with him above. 
With us their names shall live 
Through long succeeding years, 
Embalmed with all our hearts can give, 
Our praises and our tears. 


Oh for the death of those 
Who slumber in the Lord ! 
Oh be like theirs my last repose, 
Like theirs my last reward. 





